
KAVANNAH

Queer and trans Jews recognize the gaps that currently exist within our community with respect
to Chevra Kadisha education, participation, access to ritual, and inclusion. Despite this we are
already a large and meaningful part of end of life care for their loved ones and community. We
believe that when anyone moves through the deeply vulnerable end of life transitions they are
cared for in a way that has the deepest possible respect for them. This care is for the health and
wellbeing of everyone in the community.

We came together to create a space for healing and building progressive and Queer and Trans
affirming Chevra Kadisha. The Kavannah behind this work is a deep commitment to the rights
of all people to culturally appropriate and deeply informed end of life care, and all Jews to
Jewish end of life care and participation in end of life ritual.

This was made possible by our supporters and mentors both within the queer and trans Jewish
community and outside of it. A special thank you to our supporter and my mentor Nina Rubin.

THE PROJECT
We organized what may be the first ever QT (QT stands for Queer and Trans) Zayin Adar event,
an online event intended to specifically support our community to inspire and learn from one
another. We raised funds from entirely within our grassroots community and distributed them to
everyone involved in the project. Over 50 people attended from all over Turtle Island // The
United States and Canada// land known by many different names to many different Peoples
since time immemorial. It was a successful and generative event.
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THE TEAM

.
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I hosted, did fundraising, organized speakers, brought folks together, paid everyone, curated
visioning, and led communication
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Anna Goodman Herrick did marketing, visioning, social media, supported planning, and taught
on the day-of about inclusive chevra Kadisha work.
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Rae Gains did planning, visioning, outreach, and facilitated a workshop. Jeremy co-facilitated a
workshop with Rae
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Lily taught on the day-of about chevra kadisha and mentored and inspired everyone.
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Malka is an herbalist who did a grounding exercise for all of us.
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PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK
The event feedback was very positive! Here are some of the things participants said were most
valuable:

“[I got] to not be alone and [got] a spark of ideas around how we can really serve our community
and grow our ideas into existence.”

“It was all just so delightfully queer and real and practical and spiritual and deep and fun. We
want more of that here, locally, and came away inspired to create it.”

“Finding community with other folx who desire to do this work”



LEARNINGS

1) It is vitally important that queer and trans people, and anyone with specific lived
expertise, are paid properly, acknowledged, and attributed for their work and wisdom. 2)
Nothing about us without us. We should aim to center grassroots organizing and folks
doing the work and meet each community and person where they are at with deep
listening and care.
3) The issue is often not about just changing a pronoun in a ritual guide. We need deeper

community level engagement to really understand how to build supportive and



consensual ritual for everyone. Many questions and feelings were brought up that
require more extensive unpacking.

4) Building a support network is valuable in and of itself.
5) We don’t have all the answers yet, but we are figuring it out slowly together.
6) We need to enable transcription before sending out the Zoom link next time
7) This type of event is very needed and appreciated!

WHAT’S NEXT FOR US

This event built momentum to start a Community Chevra QT Taharah ritual study group, which
has been a very healing space for sharing in a smaller group. A consistent group of us have
gotten together every two weeks since the end of the QT Zayin Adar event to study the Taharah
ritual together, figure out building our own manual, and support each other in our journeys to
build and participate in chevra kadishas in our geographic communities.

Community Chevra @communitychevra is being built slowly and steadily. We are looking to
build our own ritual guides together, continue to offer trainings, workshops, and supports, and be
a balm we all need during this grief-filled time. We are also planning to organize QT Zayin Adar
again next year.


